
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

The Harvard Square Center 
 
  
Your Project Title: 4th Annual Fun Day Festival 

Your Project Summary: This is an annual project held on Memorial day weekend, with a host of Wards 1&2 

Community Members participating inthe festival. The festival includes a parade, cultural entertainment, 

games and activities for the “youth and young atheart”. Health screenings for Seniors and families. Various 

vendors, as well as food and non-food service providers. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, the applicant meets the funding criteria. The proposal demonstrates public benefit and 

gives historical context to neighborhood struggles like an emphasis on addressing community needs; 

disenfranchisement and displacement. The project will be held during a holiday weekend, which may aid 

with participation of the event from local community. The proposal could be strengthen with a break down 

of the budget reflecting actual cost for the project. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - The applicant did not provide evidence of artistic and cultural 

vibrancy. I wanted to know what kinds of entertainment and artistic activities would be offered, and I just 

wasn't able to find that information. Organizational Capacity - The applicant provided some evidence of 

organizational capacity. Clearly they offer a variety of programming, but I would have like to read more 

information about the specific staff involved in the project. Public Benefit - The applicant provided some 

evidence of public benefit. I would have liked to have seen evidence that the applicant directly engages the 

community in developing project activities. 

 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Harvard Square Center do not meets the funding criteria 

through their proposal for the 4th Annual Fun Day Festival. They do not clearly show the public benefit of 

this project as it meaningfully engages the community by elevating the awareness of its attendees to the 

services provided in the community. They work with disenfranchised, displaced, ex-felons, single, parents, 

senior citizens, foster children, widows, and orphans primarily in Mt. Pleasant. The event will be free and 

thus accessible and inviting to their community. They have numerous meaningful relationships with 

community partners such as The Cleveland Food Bank, Cuyahoga Community College, Nature Tracks, 

The Council for Economic Opportunities in Greater Cleveland, Ohio Guidestone, Care Source, Ohio 

Buckeye Plan, Ohio Job Corp, Cleveland Parks and Recreation, Sunrise Pointe Care and Rehabilitation 

Center, Northeast Ohio Neighborhood Health Services, Northeast Ohio Coalition For Homeless, and The 

Land Studio. They don’t demonstrate artistic and cultural vibrancy by engaging a diverse team of arts and 

cultural professionals, qualified to complete the project. They don’t clearly articulate how they inspire their 

community to think creatively and/or differently. Or how to incorporate a process of reflection that ensures 

fresh programming.They appear to have organizational capacity to plan and successfully manage this 

project. They seem to have an engaged board, staff and personnel, entrepreneurs, mentors, coaches, 

retired community members, teachers and professionals willing to donate their time. They intend to 

measure progress though attendance records to the event, questionnaires and interviews (these are very 

difficult to collect on the spot in a meaningful number). Their budget is realistic and appropriate for the 

project; The match requirement is clear through small business owners donations, several fundraisers, 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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Cleveland sports team donations, Raffles and Bowling. The Ferris/Marston Street club is said to support 

the costs of the administrative assistant. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The main point I took away from this application was that this event came as a request from 

local youth and seniors served by the organization. In response, the organization has developed this event 

– and this exchange is a clear demonstration of the public benefit of the project. Where I am a little lost is 

on the details of the event and the project plan. I am unclear on how exactly this project will be implemented 

and by whom – so for me, organizational capacity is a little fuzzy. The project looks like it will have the 

potential to inspire community members and get them to think creatively but again, I am not sure what exact 

art/cultural elements are involved in this event, how these are decided, etc. As a result, I am not even sure 

about arts/cultural vibrancy of the project. All this said – I do feel like the fact that the idea for this event 

came from community members means there is compelling public benefit and therefore it is a valuable 

project. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This proposal somewhat meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: More detail is needed 

regarding Harvard Square Center's community. More information about how many people have engaged 

with the organization over the history of the festival would have also been useful in determining the project's 

public benefit. Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy: CAC funds will be used to engage local musicians and 

performers. Organizational Capacity: I believe the applicant has the ability to successfully run and manage 

the festival. More specifics were needed throughout the application to better represent the organization's 

capacity as well as the festival's alignment with CAC criteria. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

